
Notice Regarding Rescheduling of Hearings and Trials 
Before the Honorable John E. Hoffman, Jr. 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Protocol 
 

Given the threat posed by COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and the measures needed to reduce the 
risk of exposure and spread, including social distancing in all situations and having as many 
Ohioans as possible stay home, the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Ohio is taking precautions to protect the public health, including allowing most Court employees 
to telework.  Court hearings, however, pose particular challenges.  In addition to the potential risk 
posed for the parties involved, hearings and trials, even when held by telephone, require Court 
personnel to be present in the courthouse to operate electronic recording devices. 
 

Accordingly, Judge Hoffman strongly encourages parties to avoid unnecessary hearings 
and trials by negotiating settlements whenever possible and continuing all matters, prior to the 
hearing or trial date.   
 

Furthermore, effective April 7, 2020 until June 1, 2020: 
 

1. All hearings and trials scheduled on Judge Hoffman’s calendar, subject to the 
exceptions outlined below, will be rescheduled to a June 2020 hearing date pending 
further order of the Court. 

 
2. If a party believes that a matter must be heard prior to June, such party shall have an 

opportunity for a hearing by filing a motion requesting an earlier hearing date that 
includes an explanation to the Court why the matter is critical and must be heard more 
expeditiously.  

 
3. This notice does not apply in complex Chapter 11 cases.  Instead, parties should refer 

to the case management order entered in those cases.  
 

4. The rescheduling of hearings and trials does not extend objection deadlines or any other 
filing deadlines.   

 
Parties should continue to promptly report settlements and other resolutions of any pending 

matters using the procedures for “Settlement/Resolutions” set forth in Judge Hoffman’s Policies 
and Procedures.  The Court will evaluate the circumstances by the end of May 2020 and determine 
if a further suspension of hearings/trials is required.  In the meantime, the Court requests that all 
parties work diligently towards a resolution of all matters to eliminate unnecessary hearings and 
reduce the size of dockets on future hearing dates. 
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