
Notice Regarding Scheduled Hearings 
Before the Honorable John E. Hoffman, Jr. 

COVID-19 Protocol  
 

In light of the spread of COVID-19, unless otherwise ordered in a specific case or 
proceeding, Judge Hoffman is implementing the following procedures: 

1. All hearings scheduled before Judge Hoffman, including evidentiary hearings, will be 
conducted telephonically.  

2. Counsel and any unrepresented parties who wish to appear at a hearing must do so by 
telephone. The instructions for appearing by telephone are: 

Dial:  1-877-336-1829  
 
Participant access code:  7489558 followed by #  
 
Security Code:  2-digit month/2-digit day (for example, for March 18 the 
security code would be 0318) followed by #  

 

Please call the conference number at least five minutes prior to the scheduled hearing. 
There is NO COST to you for this service. 

3. Unless otherwise ordered, at least three (3) days prior to the scheduled hearing date,  
counsel and pro se parties shall email a complete set of all proposed exhibits (subject to 
redaction of personal identifiers) to Hoffman282@ohsb.uscourts.gov and send a copy of 
the email to any other party that has filed a document supporting or opposing the relief 
requested. 

4. Testimonial evidence shall be taken in accordance with Rule 43(a) of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure, which states that “[f]or good cause in compelling circumstances and 
with appropriate safeguards, the court may permit testimony in open court by 
contemporaneous transmission from a different location.”   

5. If it becomes clear during the hearing that additional evidence and/or witness testimony 
necessary for resolution of the matter will need to be presented live in the courtroom, the 
hearing will be converted to a telephonic status conference and a future date for an 
evidentiary hearing will be scheduled. 

6. If a matter is not ready for adjudication, parties are encouraged to continue matters to a 
future hearing date using the procedures for “Continuances” set forth on Judge Hoffman’s 
Policies and Procedures. 

7. The procedures set forth in this notice do not apply in complex Chapter 11 cases.  Instead, 
parties should refer to the case management order entered in those cases.  
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