
Eighth Amended Notice Regarding Hearings and Chapter 13 Confirmation
Hearings before the Honorable C. Kathryn Preston 

During the COVID-19 Outbreak
Dated: June 29, 2021

Beginning August 2, 2021 Judge Preston will resume in-person hearings except as
otherwise indicated in the Notice of Hearing. Those parties who are fully vaccinated appearing at
in-person hearings need not wear a facial covering. Those parties who are not fully vaccinated
need to wear a facial covering that covers the nose and mouth at all times while in the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court.

Hearings scheduled to be held telephonically or via Zoom for Government before the
Honorable C. Kathryn Preston will proceed as follows:

1. Remote Attendance at Hearings. If so indicated in the Notice of Hearing,  hearings
scheduled before Judge Preston will be conducted remotely via telephone, or over Zoom
for Government1 (“Zoom”) if the courtroom deputy so notifies the parties or if it is an
evidentiary hearing. 

Anyone who would like to appear at such a hearing may do so remotely or may appear in
the Courtroom. Unless the parties are notified otherwise, telephone shall be used for non-
evidentiary hearings. Zoom audio and video shall be used for evidentiary hearings and
any other hearings specified by the courtroom deputy.  See paragraph 6.  If a non-
evidentiary hearing will be held via Zoom, the courtroom deputy will notify the debtor,
the movant, and the respondent in advance of the hearing. Any other interested party may
email the courtroom deputy at agueda_orozco@ohsb.uscourts.gov for information. After
the noon hour on the day before the hearing, the Final Hearing Docket will be posted
under Hearing Schedules on Judge Preston’s webpage on the Court’s website indicating
the mechanism by which each hearing will occur. Parties with questions may contact
Judge Preston’s courtroom deputy, Agueda Orozco, by telephone at (614) 427-5795 or by
email at agueda_orozco@ohsb.uscourts.gov.

Whether participating by Zoom or by telephone, when addressing the Court, parties shall:
i. wait until they are called upon by the Court to speak;
ii. announce his or her name each time the party starts to speak;
iii. make an extra effort to speak slowly, clearly and concisely;
iv. pause a moment before speaking as delays in transmission of calls are common;
v. not “speak over” or interrupt another speaker. 

1 Another mechanism may be selected by the Court if a party advises the courtroom deputy by email at least
seven (7) days prior to the hearing (copied to all other participating counsel) that Zoom is not available to the party’s
counsel or a witness.  In such event, the party must include in the email (1) an alternative suggestion for a video link,
(2) a statement that the party has confirmed with the Court’s IT department that the alternative is feasible for Court
use, and (3) a statement that the party has confirmed with all other counsel that the alternative is feasible for their
use.



2. Zoom Participation. If possible, participants appearing via Zoom shall use a hard-wired
desktop or laptop computer rather than a mobile device. It is the responsibility of
participants actively involved in the matter to assure that the connection is of sufficient
quality that they can hear and be heard, see and be seen. They shall connect from a
location where there is no background noise or distractions. Reminder: These are federal
court proceedings; participants shall be attired appropriately for court appearances (ie.,
business attire). 

The Zoom link for all Zoom hearings is listed below. Please connect twenty (20) minutes
prior to the hearing time in order to allow a test of Zoom audio and video. 

https://www.zoomgov.com/j/16089875578

3. Telephone Participation. Unless impossible, participants appearing telephonically shall
use a landline rather than a cell phone. Participants are strongly cautioned that the use
and quality of Bluetooth technology, such as headphones and earbuds, may negatively
affect the Court’s ability to hear them and the ability of the court recording system to
capture an accurate recording of the proceedings.  Similarly, participants should not use
the speaker phone or the “hands-free” feature of their phones when addressing the Court.2 
Upon calling into the conference line, place your phone on “mute” until your case is
called, then un-mute your phone.  If counsel has multiple cases before the Court, please
mute the phone using the mute feature on the phone during hearings for cases in which
you are not involved. Do not place the Court on hold while you wait for your case to
be called.

The telephone number and access code for non-evidentiary hearings are listed below.  
Please call the conference number at least five minutes prior to the scheduled hearing. 
There is NO COST to you for this service.  Parties with questions may contact Judge
Preston’s courtroom deputy, Agueda Orozco, by telephone at (614) 427-5795 or by email
at agueda_orozco@ohsb.uscourts.gov.

AT & T Conference Number: (877) 336-1828
Access Code: 9488009
Security Code (if requested): 1234

4. Continuance of Hearing. Parties may continue matters that are set for hearing to future
hearing dates, by following the normal procedure.  See Notice Re: Cancellation of or
Continuance of Hearing or Conferences on Judge Preston’s webpage under Policies and

2 If an attendee wishes to use a headset, the attendee shall contact Agueda Orozco to arrange testing of
attendee’s equipment.
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Procedures (https://www.ohsb.uscourts.gov/judge-preston-policies-and-procedures). 

5. Exhibits/Witness Testimony. Until August 1, 2021 unless otherwise determined by the
Court and parties, the Court WILL hold evidentiary hearings via Zoom. Attending
counsel, parties, witnesses and clients must ensure that they have capability to use Zoom
(or such other mechanism as the Court selects – see footnote 1) for the presentation of
evidence.  Upon receiving a notice of hearing from the Court, if any of the parties
contemplate the presentation of evidence, the party must contact Judge Preston’s
courtroom deputy at least three (3) days prior to the day of the hearing. Parties will
receive confirmation through the email account associated with your ECF account that
the hearing will be conducted over Zoom.  

Parties wishing to present documentary evidence must file a copy of the exhibits (with
personal identifiers redacted) and a list of exhibits utilizing Local Bankruptcy Rules and
Forms, Form 7016-1 - Attachment B, by Noon two (2) business days prior to the day of
the hearing, and serve same on all opposing parties in time for opposing parties to
receive the exhibits no later than two (2) business days before the hearing.  Exhibits must
be marked as set forth in the instructions to the Local Bankruptcy Rules and Forms, Form
7016-1. Exhibits must be served on other parties,  in the manner set forth in FRCP 5(b). 
In the event there are more than 2 exhibits, a hard copy of the exhibits for use by the
Court and the Court’s law clerk shall be placed in a binder in sequential order and
delivered to the Court no later than two (2) business days before the hearing.  Contact the
courtroom deputy to arrange delivery. See also the Order or notice setting the trial. 

It is incumbent on the party presenting a witness to properly identify the witness, assure
that the witness is who (s)he purports to be, and arrange remote attendance by Zoom.

6. Communication with Court. Judge Preston’s courtroom deputy may contact parties and
counsel to discuss capabilities of the parties, and with additional information prior to the
scheduled hearing date.  Please check your email account associated with your ECF
account and voicemail messages frequently during the week prior to the scheduled
hearing. 

7. Chapter 13 Confirmation Hearings. The Chapter 13 Trustee will not conduct pre-
hearing conferences on the Confirmation Hearing day during such time that confirmation
hearings are being conducted by the Court telephonically/remotely.  Contact the Trustee
with questions.  Judge Preston will take the bench at 1:30 p.m.. All parties attending the
Confirmation Hearing shall be on the AT&T conference call line on time (as described
above in paragraph 3), not Court Call.  Parties shall mute their microphones until their
case is called.  No evidence shall be presented during the Confirmation Hearing.

8. Delays. The nature of the remote hearings may add additional time.  Please be patient and
ready for delays.  Please do not commit to other activities in close proximity to the time
set for the hearing.  The Court urges parties to pursue settlement or request a rescheduled
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hearing if the matter is not ready for adjudication.

This procedure will remain in effect as long as this notice remains posted on Judge
Preston’s webpage.  See also the Notice of Hearing for the hearing in which you will be
participating. In the event of conflict between the provisions of this memo and the Notice of
Hearing, the provisions of this memo will prevail.  If you have any questions, contact Judge
Preston’s courtroom deputy at (614) 427-5795 or by email at
agueda_orozco@ohsb.uscourts.gov.  Thank you for your assistance and cooperation during
this time.  
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