
CINCINNATI BANKRUPTCY JUDICIAL LIAISON COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES – MEETING DATED SEPTEMBER 11, 2015 

Present: 
Judge Buchanan 
Judge Hopkins 
Marge Burks 
Steve Crowe 
Anthony Ryan Cunningham 
Frank DiCesare 
Cindy Doyle 
Patricia Francis 
Harold Jarnicki 
Monica Kindt 
Andrew Simon 
Lynnetta Rollinson 
Chairperson : Susan Argo 
 
Chairperson Susan Argo called the meeting to order at approximately 11am. 
 
Housekeeping matters: 
 

 
 Rotation of Committee Members.  New committee members attended the September 11 

meeting.  New list of committee members will be circulated. 
 

Substantive Matters: 
 

 Feedback from Town Hall meeting May 19th: All feed back positive.  Request that town 
hall take place again with Judges involvement.  Discussion of date for next town hall. J. 
Buchanan suggested that we keep track of questions/topics submitted to the J.L. 
Committee as potential town hall topics 

 Discussions about steering committee for administrative matters.  J. Hopkins indicated 
this method was used in other districts.  Wants to ensure uniformity in the courts in the 
district.  Wants to remove need for non-compliance orders.  Helpful to have feedback on 
the website from people who use it, how to change it and make it better.  J. Buchanan 
agrees on the need for the steering committee.  Will help to have a group dedicated to 
administrative matters.  S. Argo suggested that maybe paralegals could be part of the 
group since in larger firms the paralegals do a lot of filing and access the bk court website 
often.   
 

 
Updates: 
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1) Clerk’s Office:  Lynetta R. discussed motions for unclaimed finds – taxpayer ID 
has to be listed on the motion.  Fees for motions to redact are in place, cost is $25.  
ePOC – all creditors can file electronic POCs now.  New forms will be in place 
December 1, 2015 and 341 meeting notices are changing.  Debtors will also soon 
be able to receive notices electronically, will have a pilot. 
M. Burks had a question about the ePOCs:  will training be needed? L. Rollinson 
indicated no training needed for creditors to file POCs. 
 

2) Chapter 13:  District Trustees continue working on a uniform plan.  Submitted to 
J. Buchanan – hope to have in place by December 2016.  Coincides with National 
Plan.  District plan is a compromise to the national plan.  Marge will discuss at 
CBA seminar in December.  A Chapter 13 Trustee has been appointed to one of 
the national rules subcommittees.  M. Burks reported on an increase in pro se 
cases in chapter 13 area.  Gwen O’Shea will be on maternity leave for 12 weeks, 
Karolina Perr will cover. 
Discussion about 2012 study about potential racial bias in chapter 13/7 choice.  
Study by Professor Lawless.  Judge Hopkins will circulate information on the 
study.  Question about how you would keep track of that? 

 
3) Chapter 11/Commercial: Simon reported on increase in gold mining cases.  S. 

Argo reported that she was on a group call with other firms nationally and there is 
an expected increase in chapter 11/commercial filings in 2017.  Also an increase 
in marijuana cases.  Same topics discussed at FJC in DC, speaker talked about 
trending cases, gold mining, oil cases, and ripple of suppliers filing.  Trend of 
increasing bk filing not just in SDNY and Delaware but all over. 

 
4) Local Rules Issues: proposed amendments to local rules will be circulated for 

changes. 
 

5) Chapter 7 trustee Issues: question about fee order timeframe.  Problem if order is 
submitted too early.  

 
6) Consumer:    Legal aid reception coming up on September 15.  Legal aid 

attorneys have benefit that overlap with many other fields of law.  Discussed 
bankruptcy by-pass.  BPP cases continue to rise.  National Law Firms filing with 
a local attorney: seen in chapter 13 context.   
 

 
Future meetings will continue to be held semi-annually. 
Next meeting is not officially scheduled.   
The meeting adjourned at approximately 12:20 pm. 
Monica Kindt - Secretary 


